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224 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

Plain Introductions to the Books of the Bible. Vol. II., New Testament 
Introductions. Edited by C. J. Ellicott, D.D. London : Cassell & 
Co. 
This book doubtless fills a long-felt want. It gives in an interesting way 
what Bible readers so anxiously long for. The book is simple in style, but 
nevertheless is crowded with facts. The introductions are by such men as 
Plumptre, Sanday, Barry, Spence, and fairly introduce one to the writers and 
writings of the New Testament. The type is quite small and the pages much 
crowded ; but, probably, considering the nature of the book, this is hardly a 
disadvantage. Besides giving special introductions, it gives a general intro- 
duction, discussing the canon, text of the New Testament, History of the 
translations, etc. It is to be recommended to every thoughful reader of the 
Bible. C. E. W. 



The Old Testament and Its Contents. By Professor James Robertson, 
D.D., University of Glasgow. New York : A. D. F. Randolph & Co., 
1893. 4X6 inches. Paper, pages 162. 
This is one of the Guild and Bible Class Text-Books edited by Professor 
Charteris, of the University of Edinburg. It is one of the results of the effort 
of modern scholarship to popularize the best biblical knowledge of these times. 
The writer has in view the instruction of the ordinary Bible reader who is 
seeking for an epitomized statement of the facts regarding the Old Testament. 
The book is divided into two parts : (1) the Old Testament as a whole includ- 
ing mainly a discussion of the canon, (2) the books composing the Old Testa- 
ment. In the first part, the author gives a readable, concise statement of the 
principal theories on the evidences of a completed canon, its gradual forma- 
tion, and its transmission. The reader will scarcely be anchored by these 
paragraphs, but will be convinced of the scantiness of data on the question. 
Less theorizing and a few additional facts and quotations would better satisfy 
the average reader. The second part is made up mainly, after some introduc- 
tory matter, of the analyses of the Old Testament books according to their 
order in the Hebrew Bible. We find, however, one chapter on the " composi- 
tion of the Pentateuch." This sets before the reader the moderate critical 
results of the analysts in a clear yet of necessity incomplete form. The 
attempt to present so much in so small a compass embarrasses the writer and 
distresses the reader. But the users of such compends and epitomes must 
become lovers of statistics. Price. 



The Second Book of Kings. By the Ven. Archdeacon F. W. Farrar, D.D., 
F.R.S. New York : A. C. Armstrong & Son ; Chicago : A. C. McClurg 
& Co., 1894. Cloth, 8vo ; pages xvi and 496. Price, $1.50. 
Last year Dr. Farrar gave us in this Expositor 's Bible Series the volume 

on First Kings. This volume completes the history of Israel and Judah 
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through the fall of Jerusalem. The whole is divided into thirty-nine chapters, 
an epilogue, and four appendices. Almost every chapter is introduced, or keyed 
by one or more quotations from the Old or New Testament, some church 
father, Josephus, Milton, or some other literary character. Each chapter dis- 
cusses a portion of the narrative, e. g., chapter xxi. is occupied with 2 Kings 
17:1-41. Of this section we have an elegant rhetorical discussion, brimful of 
references and hints to illustrative and similar occurrences in all history. 
These discussions are also interpolated with pat bits of poetry from the 
wealth of English literature. The foot-notes are copious and valuable, as cit- 
ing points in the realms of biblical, ecclesiastical and profane history and lit- 
erature. Among these are found many important critical quotations from the 
Septuagint, and other critical sources — valuable only for the scholar. Occa- 
sionally a paragraph or a page or more of hortatory matter follows some 
peculiarly applicable principle of action. 

The epilogue is in part an apology for the favorable attitude toward some 
of the results of higher criticism. The appendices are (1) kings of Assyria 
and some of their inscriptions, (2) the inscription on the tunnel of Siloam, (3) 
was there a golden calf at Dan? (in Expositor, October, 1893), (4) dates of 
kings of Israel and Judah, as given by Kittel and other modern critics. 

The author has followed up with care the best results of work on Second 
Kings and has given us a valuable compilation, set in his own fascinating lit- 
erary style. Price. 

Das Buch Daniel uebersetzt und erklaert. Von Georg Behrmann. 

The worth of this fresh contribution to Nowack's series of commentaries 
on the Old Testament must not be measured by its size. Although so thin as 
to be a pamphlet rather than a volume, the book supplies the working student 
with all, or almost all, he needs in order to be familiar with the present atti- 
tude of judicious criticism to the Daniel question. The comprehensive intro- 
duction is a fine piece of scholarly work. It consists of two parts, the former 
dealing with the character and origin of the book, the latter with the history 
of its text and fortunes. As regards the date of the book in its present form, 
Pastor Behrmann agrees with the majority of modern expositors in placing it 
in the Maccabean period. It was written, he thinks (his view on this point 
coinciding with Kamphausen's) in the beginning of 164 B. C. This date rests 
on the double assumption that the cleansing of the sanctuary referred to in 
8:14 was the re-consecration of the temple about the end of 165 B.C., and 
that the passage was written soon afterwards. The author was one of the 
Chasidim, from whom the Pharisees are supposed to have been descended. 
Behrmann is inclined to think with Hitzig that the Essenes had the same 
origin and that the Book of Daniel represents the tendency which later pro- 
duced this most exclusive of Jewish sects. If so, it was addressed in the first 
instance to " retiring circles of Judaism," that is to a select few, not to the 
general public, for the purpose of encouraging passive resistance to oppres- 



